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Alternate List Explained: 

 

When informed that they have been placed on the Alternate List, applicants get discouraged 

thinking that perhaps they have actually been denied.  Not true. The Alternate List is made up of 

applicants who have successfully interviewed, have not qualified for immediate acceptance, but are 

still being considered for a seat in the class.  

 

Why is there a need for an Alternate List?   

 

SCCO utilizes rolling admissions, conducting interviews from September through April/May and 

offering seats from September through August. When a seat is offered to an applicant prior to May 

15, they are given 2 weeks to put down at least a partial deposit to hold a seat. If a seat is offered 

after May 15, they have 1 week to make a deposit.  

 

Most applicants who receive offers submit a partial deposit fully intending to matriculate in the Fall. 

Others submit this same partial deposit to hold a seat while they continue to interview elsewhere. 

Applicants are not required to disclose whether they’re fully committed or still considering other 

options, which makes it impossible for an optometry school to know just how many seats are 

actually being held. As the season progresses, applicants proceed to making full deposits. Until that 

full deposit is made, it must be assumed that the seat could be dropped. OptomCAS requires 

applicants to notify schools immediately once they have made their decision to attend elsewhere, 

but not all students do this. Some students wait until the last minute, May 15 when full non-

refundable deposits are due, to make their final decisions.  

 

Once SCCO has reached capacity seats reserved with deposits (partial or full) usually sometime 

between March and April, it is at this point for applicants who successfully interview and until a seat 

becomes available, they must go on the Alternate List.  

 

Once all interviews have concluded, usually the first 2 weeks of May, anyone on the Alternate List 

will be ranked into quartiles (see ranking section below for details.) 

 

When will I know if I am accepted?   

Applicants on the Alternate List may be pulled from the Alternate List anytime during the entire 

admissions cycle, continuing through the summer months and even all the way up until Orientation 

Day. You will be called if a seat becomes available. 

 

Can you tell me what my chances are of getting a seat in the class?  

 

Prior to the Alternate List being ranked once interviews conclude, the answer is “No.” As the 

interview process proceeds, the Alternate List is populated. This process “rolls” constantly all 

season long making it IMPOSSIBLE for admissions officers to tell those on the Alternate List what 
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their chances are of being admitted. Think of these 2 groups, Alternate List and Interviewing 

Applicants, like people in a swimming pool. If at 1:00 pm there are 20 people in the pool we ask 

everyone to get out and line up by height so we can find the tallest person, that could be “Abby.” If 5 

more people jump in the pool and an hour later we line everyone up again, “Abby” may still be the 

tallest person, but she could also be the 6th tallest person depending on the height of the 5 people 

who joined. Until people are done jumping in the pool, there is no way to find the tallest person. 

Similarly, until all interviews are completed, there is no way to rank the Alternate List. Once the list 

is ranked, you will have a much better idea of what your chances are of being admitted. 

 

How do Alternate List rankings and quartiles work?  

 

Once all interviews are completed, the Alternate List is ranked and anyone on the list will be 

emailed so they can inquire about their status. Upon inquiring you will be told in which quartile you 

are in, and you will have a better idea what your chances are of being admitted: 

• 1st Quartile: likely to be admitted this cycle, but not guaranteed. If you are not admitted by 

August 15th you will automatically be given an offer to join next year’s class without having to 

reapply 

• 2nd Quartile: possible, you are welcome to check in every 2-3 weeks to check on the current 

status of the class being filled  

• 3rd Quartile: not likely 

• 4th Quartile: you will receive a denial notice 

 

Why was I placed on the Alternate List? 

 

Applicants are placed on the Alternate List for one of two reasons: 

• The applicant interviewed early in the admissions cycle yet did not receive an immediate 

acceptance because their interview score was average, but not low enough to be denied 

acceptance.   

• The applicant successfully interviewed later in the admissions cycle, and even though they 

receive favorable interview scores, they are placed on the Alternate List because there are no 

seats available because all of the original seat invitations have gone out and are being held with 

reservation deposits by other accepted applicants. 

 

SCCO is my definitely my first choice.  How can I make known my willingness to accept a 

seat at any time? 

Because there is a history of drops from the class even into the summer months, applicants who 

are willing to accept a late-offer seat are encouraged to submit a formal letter of intent expressing 

his or her desire to at any time join the incoming class. The length and content of the letter are the 

sole discretion of the applicant. Address the letter to “The Admissions Policy Committee” and attach 

it as a Word document.  Because applicants are constantly being considered for a seat in the class, 

we recommend submitting this letter as soon as possible. Email the letter to: 

ODadmissions@ketchum.edu.  

mailto:ODadmissions@ketchum.edu
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What if I don’t get accepted?  Can I reapply? 

 

Should you wish to reapply and seek advice regarding how to make yourself more competitive next 

season, please email the admissions advisers at ODadmissions@ketchum.edu once you have 

received your official denial and request an appointment for a counseling session. We will be happy 

to review your application and make suggestions on ways to make yourself more competitive next 

cycle. 

 

We know this is an anxious time for applicants.  If you are on the Alternate List, remember 

that you have not received a denial and you are still in the running. 
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